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in this volume as a " freebooter," a " hardy corsair," a " buccaneer." His 
famous ship was " a piratical craft." As Jones was sailing under letters 
of marque legitimately issued, it would appear that he deserved a more 
honorable designation. 

There is a disposition on Mr. Perkins's part to confuse the American 
people at the time of the Revolution with the Puritans of New England. 
" Our Puritan forefathers " is a common expression with him when plainly 
referring to Americans collectively. He speaks of the Americans' " rigorous 
theology " ; of their " strict modes of life." Such terms have certainly no 
application to the diversified religious feeling and the bountiful style of 
life prevailing in all the Southern colonies. They are hardly true of New 
York. They are really only true of New England. 



Secret Societies and the French Revolution, together with Some 
Kindred Studies. Br Una Birch. London and New York: John Lane, 
1911. 

Th© most important essay in this volume is the first, which describes 
the influence of the secret societies in bringing on the French Revolution. 
The two that follow, the " Comte de Saint-Germain " and " Religious 
Liberty and the French Revolution," either touch other phases of that 
great event or deal with subjects more or less germane to it. The fourth 
and concluding essay in the series, " Madame de Stael and Napoleon," 
adds nothing to our knowledge of the same period, nor does it throw 
any new light on the most diverting personal comedy in European his- 
tory, unless we except the episode of Voltaire and Frederick the Great. 

The article on secret societies, however, is a singularly vivid con- 
tribution of new facts to the history of those powerful organizations, 
although it is quite palpable that the author exaggerates the part which 
they really played in precipitating the tragedy. They reflected rather 
than originated the sentiment at large in France, which in its final ex- 
plosion in the Revolution was to alter the political face of the world. 
Many historians, indeed, have gone so far as to deny that these societies 
had any influence whatever in subverting the old order. Clerical writers 
alone have attributed to them a certain degree of power over the move- 
ments of the time, a power directed not to the improvement of the people, 
but to the overthrow of the Church, the destruction of Christianity, and 
the erection of Paganism in its place. 

At first the secret societies of France seem to have devoted them- 
selves to study, experiment, and speculation. It was reserved for the 
Utopians of the eighteenth century to use these societies for the pur- 
pose of social regeneration. They assisted actively and zealously in 
spreading abroad the seeds of the humanitarian movement on French 
soil. Louis XV. tried to discourage them. Clement XII. issued a bull 
against them. All without effect. In 1738 they joined in favoring the 
writing of the great En cyclopedia ; and it was due to their subscriptions 
that Diderot, in 1741, was able to begin that memorable undertaking. 
Freedom, love, equality, and brotherhood were all advocated by these 
societies LaH a century before the Revolution broke out. Reorganized 
in one grand lodge in 1771, they carried on their propaganda with ever- 
growing energy and success. Under their indirect influence there sprang 
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up a large number of independent secret organizations, formed upon 
the same general model, but holding different doctrines while pursuing 
the same general ends. It was to the head of one of these sects that the 
Eevolution owed the famous phrase, "Liberty, Equality, Fraternity"; 
to another, the equally famous calendar of the months. 

It is a fact of significance, as showing the view which all these secret 
societies, regular or irregular, took of their several missions, that, early 
in 1789, every lodge was formally closed as if they united in thinking 
that the work of liberation had been completed, and that nothing was 
left for them to do. It is possible, however, that they really feared lest 
they should, in those dangerous times, become objects of police suspicion, 
and thus expose their members to the extreme penalties of the law. 



Nabratives op Early Maetland, 1633-1684. Edited by Claytok H. 
Hall, LL.B., A.M. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1911. 

Nabratives of Early Carolina, 1650-1708. Edited by Alexander 
S. SaIiLY, Jr. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1911. 

The interesting series of original narratives that throw light on the early 
condition of the colonies has now been further enriched by two volumes 
relating to Maryland and South Carolina. The first pages of both, which 
deal with the primeval characteristics of the two provinces, possess the 
same subtle quality that lurked in the preceding issues — a quality as 
elusive, but as delightful, as the fragrance of flowers, shrubs, and pines 
that greeted the voyagers as they approached the virgin coasts of the 
South and mid- Atlantic waters even before the shore-line itself rose to 
view. In a small compass, it is old Hakluyt all over again ; and just as we 
do in reading that ancient worthy, so here too we obtain a charming im- 
pression of a new world as fresh as when it burst upon the sight of these 
indefatigable explorers and minute chroniclers. "We find in these pages 
the intimate records of their observations made by these men in the very 
heart of the verdant wilderness. The shoals of fish, the vast flocks of wild 
pigeons, the countless herds of deer, the swarms of locusts, the towering 
trees, the masses of running vines — all were noted; so also was the rich- 
ness of soil, the purity of the springs and brooks, the peculiarities of the 
climate at the different seasons ; but, above all, the habits of the aborigines 
— their houses, their dress, food, weapons, tools, appearance, bearing, laws, 
and customs. 

The narratives which follow those relating to the first explorations give 
an account of the pioneers who founded the several communities, the 
hardships which they endured, the dangers which they passed through, 
the great and rugged qualities which they exhibited in their novel situation. 
Then we have the history of these communities as steadily crystallizing 
and growing organisms, but still presenting all the primitive conditions, 
such as the extreme isolation of the life, the almost complete absence of 
the improving influences of education, the entire indifference to the social 
conventions of the Old World. Then, as each organism continues to ex- 
pand, bitter political factions among the people arise, keen religious con- 
troversies spring up, and sharp social divisions gradually emerge to view. 
Each community has now become firmly established, and in the play of 



